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I.  INTRODUCTION 


scene  °t  this  family  settlement  is  in  southwest 
Indiana  on  the  beautiful  winding  Ohio  River.  Here,  in  the 
corner  formed  by  the  Ohio  and  "the  banks  of  the  Wabash  far 

o  lher’e  tittered  in  German  settlers  through  the  years  of 
the  loOO’s,  a.  representative  although  minor  port. ion  of  that 
great  German  influx  which  helped  make  the  Middle-West. 


One  of  the  earliest  of  the  German  settlements  was  a 
cooperative  colony  known  as  the  Harmony  Society,  established 
'  j-i  1H14-15  under  the  leadership  of  George  Rapp.  Evidence  of 
the  industry  and  skill  of  these  folks  is  to  be  seen  to  this 
day  in  the  substantial  mellow  old  buildings  of  New  Harmony, 
an  historical  gem  of  a  village, (i)  and  in  the  handiwork  and 
mementos  contained  in  the  local  Library  Museum, 

Quite  a  different  type  of  German  settler  is  exem¬ 
plified  in  the  individual  Wilhelm  Heilmann  who  started  in  l84d 
as  a  farmer  in  Posey  County,  initiated  a  machine  works  and 
became  a  captain  of  industry  and  civic  leader  of  Evansville .( 2 ) 


Our  present  interest,  however,  is  not  with  a  commu- 
nity  settlement,  or  with  an  outstandingly  successful  individual, 
but  with  certain  private  families,  with  folks  who  were,  in 
fact,  more  representative  of  the  German  settlers  as  a  whole. 
Ihese  particular  families  are  those  associated  with  the  surname 
Espenschied,  Because  of  its  unusual  character,  the  name  facili¬ 
tates  the  tracing  of  folks  bearing  it.  Actually  there  are 
three  distinct  family  groups  of  which  we  shall  take  account, 
identified  as  follows  : 

The  family  of  Johann  Espenschied  and  eight  of  his  nine 
children,  who  came  over  at  different  times  in  the  mid- 
1800' s. 

Henry  Espenschied,  a  joiner  and  cabinet  maker,  who 
came  in  the  l88o's. 


Two  Espenschied  women  who  married  in  their  native 
village  of  Siefersheim  in  the  Rhineland  and  arrived 
in  the  U.S.  bearing  the  surnames  of  their  husbands: 

Marguerite  Espenschied  who  had  married 
Nicolaus  Moeller,  a  butcher  of  the  ad¬ 
joining  village  of  Eskelsheim,  the  two 
coming  over  in  1867.  They  have  Miller 
descendants  living  in  Evansville  today. 

Barbara  Espenschied,  a  cousin  of  Marguerite, 
who  emigrated  with  her  husband  Philipp  Klein 
the  year  of  their  marriage,  1886,  and  of  whom 
there  are  Klein  descendants  in  Evansville. 


(1),  (2) 


The 

and 


references 
Sources . 


ore 


given  at  the  end  under  Notes 
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Of  these  families,  that  of'  Johann  Espenschied  was 
the  largest  and  is  the  one  with  which  the  present  account  is 
mostly  concerned.  Related  by  marriage  with  th^s  family  are 
those .  of  Kar-sch,  Glass,  Topf,  Schlange  and  Grauert.  These 
families  are  more  numerous  today  than  are  the  Espenschieds  of 
the  Evansville  region. 

The  Espenschied  families,  and  some  of  those  related 
by  marriage,  came  from  a  part  of  the  Rhineland  that  lies  ten 
or  twenty  miles  south  of  the  city  of  Bingen.  Politically  a 
part  of  Bavaria,  this  farming  country  straddles  the  provinces 
of  Rheinhessen  (earlier  known  as  Hesseii-Dar-mstadt )  and  the 
Rheinish  Palatinate  o£  Rheinpfalz.  It  appears  that  earlier- 
emigrants  from  that  area  in  Germany  must  have  sent  back  favor¬ 
able  reports  from  Evansville  whereby  that  part  of  the  Ohio 
Valley  became  known  In  the  mid-1800's  as  a  likely  place  of 
settlement.  A  history  local  to  the  southwest  part  of  Rhein¬ 
hessen,  published  in  Mainz  In  1923*  mentions  the  heavy  emigra¬ 
tion  from  that  part  of  Germany  which  occurred  in  the  mid- 
1800 '3  "to  Evansville,  a  city  on  the  Ohio". 

It  was  In  the  village  of  Siefersheim,  Rheinhessen, 
in  19^8,  that  the  writer  learned  of  the  knowledge  existing 
there,  on  the  part  of  the  Pastor  of  the  Evangelical  Church, 
of  the  considerable  emigration  that  had  occurred  to  the  Ohio 
Valley,  and  in  turn  of  the  presence  of  Espenschieds  in  Evans¬ 
ville.  Not  realizing  the  distances  involved,  the  Pastor  asked 
the  writer  (from  New  York)  if  he  knew  a  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Philipp 
Klein  of  Evansville  on  the  Ohio,  explaining  that  she  had  been 
a  Barbara  Espenschied  of  Siefersheim,  and  that  the  couple 
recently  had  celebrated  their  golden  wedding  anniversary. 

Upon  returning  home  to  New  York  the  writer  communicated  with 
Mrs,  Klein,  and  in  this  way  there  began  the  collecting  of  the 
data  for  the  present  little  family  history.  For  much  of  it 
we  are  indebted  to  Peter  and  William  Espenschied  of  Mt.  Vernon, 
Indiana,  and  particularly  to  the  interest  and  diligence  of 
Mr.  Oscar  H.  Topf  of  Evansville, 


■ 


-  6  - 


II.  THE  JOHANN  ESPENSCHIED  FAMILY 
OF  EVANSVILLE  AND  MT .  VERNON ,  INDIANA 


About  the  middle  of  the"  last  century  there  came 
to  Evansville  a  family  of  Espenschieds  comprising  the 
father,  Johann,  whose  wife  had  died  in  Germany,  and  eight 
of  a  total  of  nine  children.  The  father  was  middle-aged; 
the  older  of  the  children  were  young  men  and  women. 

Origin 

This-  family  originated  in  the  village  of 
Siefersheim  in  the  splendid  rolling  farming  country  of 
Rheinhessen,  then  included  in  Hessen-Dar-mstadt,  Kingdom, of 
Bavaria,  Germany.  The  head  of  the  family,  Johann,  is  not 
yet  fully  connected  up  with  the  earlier  Espenschied  lines. 

A  complete  census  of  Siefersheim  taken  in  1798w),  less 
than  two  years  after  Johann's  birth,  lists  for-  the  village 
only  one  infant  named  Johann  (actually  Johannes)  Espenschied. 
He  and  an  older  sister  Katherine,  age  appear  on  the 
record  with  their  parents  Peter  24  and  Gertrude  27.  Proba¬ 
bly  this  is  the  Johann  of  our  inquiry,  but  a  more  definite 
identification  must  needs  await  more  normal  conditions  in 
war-torn  Europe. 

An  accompanying  chart  gives  the  immigrant  family 
and  the  descendants.  At  the  left  appears  the  immigrant 
father  Johann  and  his  wife  Anna  Marie  Maltz  who  had  died 
in  Germany.  Listed  vertically  with  him  are  his  brothers 
and  sisters,  all  of  whom  remained  in  Germany  (indicated 
by  the  vertical  line  being  dash).  Following  Johann  are 
his  nine  children.  Eight  of  them  came  over,  and  their 
descendants  are  shown  in  the  right  half  of  the  chart. 

Early  Days 


The  immigrant  family  came  not  all  together  but 
in  several  groups.  The  first  on  the  U.S.A.  scene  appears 
to  have  been  the  oldest  son  Peter;  then  the  two  other  sons; 
and  finally  the  father  with  the  girls.  The  exact  grouping 
and  timing  is  uncertain  but  all  seem  to  have  arrived  by 
about  I85O.  There  exists  in  the  family  a  copy  of  the  Con¬ 
firmation  Certificate  issued  by  the  Siefersheim  Church  for 
the  daughter-  Philippine,  dated  June  12,  1848.  This  places 
her  there  at  the  time,  which  may  have  been  just  before  she 
left  with  her  father  and  sisters.  In  Evansville  we  find 
the  name  Espenschied,  and  also  the  related  ones  of  Kar-sch, 
Topf  and  Schlange,  listed  in  the  charter-  membership  of  the 
St.  John  P.E.  Church  organized  in  185 1 .  These  names  appear 
also  in  early  city  directories  of  Evansville,  for  1858, 

1861,  186s . 
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/  Bti  Ludwig  CKrulia*  Ktkr  in  Ureuittach 


a:k  :'Vrm>  i  OfalihiffSfcfrA,;hUi< 
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CONFIRMATION-DAY  MEMORIAL 

For-  Phllippina  Espenschid 
Birthplace  Siefersheim 
Born  on  31st  January  18V>4 
Confirmed  on  12th  June  1848 
First  Communion  on  Same  Day 
j  Religion:  evangelical-protestant 

Father:  Johann  Espenschid 
Mother:  Anna  Maria  Espenschid 

Born:  Molz 


(Signed)  Moxter,  Pastor 
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A  register  of  the  house-to-house  canvass  made  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Evansville  for  the  U.S.  Census  of  1850 
has  been  examined  in  the  National  Archives  Building, 
Washington,  D.C.,  for  the  name  Espenschied.  Only  one  was 
found,  Jacob,  listed  as  living  with  the  family  of  John 
Ear sch ,  The  census  record  for  that  household  is  as  follows 


Census  of  1850 
Indiana,  Volume  2?, 

Venderburg  County,  Pigeon  Township,  Evansville, 
on  page  740  -  780  appears ~ 


under  Dwelling  N 

0.  91, 

Family  No.  91 

- 

Name 

Age 

Sex 

Occupation 

Birthplace 

John  Karsch 

25 

M 

Baker 

Germany 

Margarete 

27 

F 

n 

Jacob 

1/12 

M 

Inda . 

Jacob  Espenscfiid 

22 

M 

Baker 

Germany 

Jacob  Schmidt 

20 

M 

Baker 

11  J 

Adam  Karsch 

22 

M 

Cabinet  Maker 

it 

Martin  Wellington 

70 

M 

M  It 

11 

Hei-e  we  have  a  glimpse  of  the  second  of  the  three  immigrant 
Espenschied  sons,  Jacob,  getting  started  in  the  new  life, 
living  with  his  sister  Margarete  who  had  married  John 
Karsch,  and  working  as  a  baker. 


But  we  are  now  a  step  ahead  of  our  story.  Let  us 
go  back  and  trace  the  members  of  this  Espenschied  family 
in  the  order  in  which  they  settled  in  the  New  World,  having 
reference  to  the  accompanying  chart,  starting  with  the 
oldest  of  the  sons,  the  first  to  come  over,  namely  Peter. 

Peter  Espenschied 

Peter  is  said  to  have  landed  in  New  York  along  in 
1848-9  with  the  proverbial  70  cents  in  his  pocket,  a  butcher 
by  trade.  Family  legend  reports  him  to  have  been  Involved 
in  the  German  political  uprising  of  '48,  but  such  was  common 
hearsay  of  the  time  and  facts  seem  not  to  be  known.  The 
writer  knows  of  other  Espenschied s  who  emigrated  about  the 
same  time  from  the  same  locality  and  the  motive  generally 
appears  to  have  been  more  largely  economic  than  it  was 
political  or-  ideological,  the  case  of  the  young  fellow 
hoping  to  get  a  more  favorable  start  in  life  in  the  new 
country . 


. 
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At  any  rate,  Peter  headed  inland  from  New  York, 

Is  reported  to  have  gone  to  Cincinnati  and  to  have  taken 
out  his  "first  papers"! 5)  there.  About  this  time  there 
began  the  California  Gold  Rush  of  '49.  Peter  became 
enamored  of  it,  and  having  no  ties,  off  he  went  -  around 
Cape  Horn  on  shipboard  in  some  112  days.  "What  his  experi¬ 
ences  were  as  a  miner  would  be  interesting  to  know  during 
the  six  years  he  remained  on  the  Coast.  That  he  found  some 
of  the  prized  yellow  metal  is  evidenced  by  the  report  that 
he  returned  with  a  belt  full  of  gold,  to  a  value  of  several 
thousand  dollars,  and  that  on  the  return  journey  seasick¬ 
ness  and  peril  overtook  all  on  board  with  Peter  resolving 
to  throw  off  his  heavy  belt  in  case  they  actually  went 
down. 


frier  to  Peter's  return  from  the  far  west  all  of 
his  brothers  and  sisters  and  his  father,  Johann,  had  ar¬ 
rived  and  settled  in  Evansville.  The  party  comprising  the 
father  and  the  girls  is  thought  to  have  come  by  way  of 
New  Orleans  and  the  Mississippi-Ohio  Rivers. The 
earliest  local  real  estate  record  in  the  name  of  Espenschied 
is  of  18^9,  of  a  lease! 7/  executed  jointly  by  Jacob 
Espenschied  and  John  Karsch,  showing  the  presence  of  Jacob 
at  that  time,  a  year  before  the  census  record  of  1850. 

Jacob  and  Henry  Pass  Out  Early 

Now  we  observe  something  of  the  hazards  of  these 
early  days  of  the  forested  Middle  West  and  of  the  tragedies 
that  all  too  frequently  befell  immigrant  families  in  the 
rough  and  ready  early  days,  and  that  in  this  case  eliminated 
from  the  picture  quite  early  in  life,  unmarried,  two  of  the 
three  immigrant  sons,  Jacob  and  Henry. 

Along  in  1853  Jacob  bought  a  saw  mill  "at  the 
mouth  of  Dogies  Creek  immediately  below  Cannelton"  (roughly 
50  miles  up  the  Ohio  from  Evansville).  This  he  did  in 
partnership  with  Adam  Karsch  and  John  Karsch,  husband  of 
Jacob's  sister  Margaret.  They  paid  for  the  mill  $3300, 

$300  of  it  in  currency,  $3000  in  promissory  notes,  evidence 
of  how  beginnings  were  made.  In  1856,  Eecember  16  (accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Court  Testimony)  Jacob  was  killed,  said  to  have 
been  by  a.  log  rolling  over  him.  (There  was  a  family  sus¬ 
picion  of  foul  play,  of  Jacob's  having  had  with  him  con¬ 
siderable  money.)  Evidently  his  father  had  put  some  money 
in  the  business,  for  in  the  settling  of  Jacob's  estate  the 
father  rendered  a  bill  showing  money  due  him.  In  the 
testimony (8)  concerning  Jacob's  affairs  one  business- 
associate  testified  that  "Jacob  was  the  chief  man  in  the 
firm  and  continued  so  until  killed  in  Kentucky  by  getting 
out  logs  for  the  said  mill." 
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1  he  brother- ,  Henry,  while  still  a.  young  man  was 
fatally  burned  in  Evansville  in  a  fire  caused  by  a  lamp 
explosion.  This  occurred  while  he  was  working  for  his 
brother-in-law,  John  Ka.r-sch,  in  the  confectionery  business 
near  the  riverfront. 

Ihe  Sister  Immigrants,  and  Related  Families 


Of  the  five  sisters  of  these  young  men,  all 
married  as  indicated  on  the  chart  and  settled  down  in 
Evansville.  The  descendants  of  old  Johann  through  his 
daughters  are  far  more  numerous  than  are  those  through  his 
sons,  only  one  of  whom,  Peter,  lived  to  reproduce.  Of 
these  daughters : 


Marguerite  married  John  Karsch  who  had  a  bakery 
and  mineral  water  business.  Her  father,  old 
Johann,  lived  with  them  several  years.  They  had 
the  eight  Karsch  children  listed  in  the  chart. 

Katherine  married  Martin  Glass.  Ihe  present-day 
Glasses,  the  grandchildren,  are  scaitter-ed  across 
the  country,  making  it  difficult  to  complete 
this  line  of  descent. 

Philippine  married  Louis  Topf.  He  came  from 
Enger,  near  Hereford,  (Hervord?)  Westphalia. 

Old  Johann  Esperischied  lived  with  them  for 
about  20  years,  until  his  death.  Louis  Topf 
conducted  a  saddlery  business  in  Evansville. 

A  quaint  advertisement  of  Topf  &  Long,  pictur¬ 
ing  a  stirrup,  appears  in  William's  Evansville 
Directory  for  1866-7  and  for  1868-9.  Philippine 
and  Louis  had  the  goodly  family  shown.  To  one 
of  the  sons,  Oscar  H.  Topf,  we  are  indebted 
for  much  of  the  present  family  data.. 

Elizabeth  married  August  Schlange.  Theirs  was 
the  large  family  listed  on  the  chart. 

Mary  married  Clement  Gr-auert  who  came  from 
I armstadt .  Of  their  four  children  the  iden¬ 
tity  of  only  one  is  known,  Philopena 
(Philippine).  She  married  Albert  F.  Caden, 
who  is  well-to-do  in  the  stone  business. 

Mrs.  Caden  has  told  the  writer  that  a  few 
years  before  World  Wtr-  II  they  made  a  European 
trip  and  stopped  at  the  City  of  Darmstadt 
whence  had  come  her  father  Clement  Gr-auert. 

Upon  consulting  a  directory  of  that  region 
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they  found  so  many  Espenschieds  that  they  were 
discouraged  from  looking  up  her  mother’s 
branch  of  the  family.  She  reports  her  mother, 

Mary  Espenschied,  born  in  1858,  having  come  to 
Evansville  when  about  10  years  old.  Ihis  would 
make  the  year  of  immigration  of  the  girls  of 
the  family,  with  their  father,  about  1848. 

We  shall  not  attempt  to  follow  down  each  of  these 
lines  since  we  are  here  concerned  principally  with  the  sur¬ 
name  Espenschied.  An  old  Bible  of  the  family  is  reported 
to  hove  been  handed  down  but  has  not  been  located. 

Peter  and  His  Fam ily 

Upon  returning  from  California,  Peter  repaired  to 
the  Evansville  Country  where  meanwhile  his  folks  had  settled. 
At  Mt.  Vernon,  about  twenty  miles  down  the  river  from  Evans¬ 
ville,  he  went  into  the  saw-mill  business  with  a  Mr.  Hass. 
Here,  in  Posey  County,  he  fell  in  love  with  and  married 
Katherine  Schnarr,  born  in  Pennsylvania  of  Pennsylvania- 
German  parentage. 

Evidently  the  wide-open  spaces  of  the  West  had 
appealed  to  him,  for  next  we  find  Peter  and  his  bride 
headed  toward  the  setting  sun,  in  the  1850's.  Their  origi¬ 
nal  destination  is  not  known,  nor  is  the  exact  route  they 
took;  but  family  tradition  bespeaks  of  "prairie  schooners" 
and  western  plains,  of  the  country  appearing  bleak  and  for¬ 
bidding  to  the  young  wife.  They  settled  down  at  Ft.  Leaven¬ 
worth,  Kansas,  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Missouri  River.  ' 

Here  in  1857  was  born  their  first  child,  Elizabeth,  said  to 
have  been  the  first  white  child  born  at  the  Fort,  or  at 
least  at  what  became  Leavenworth  City  located  a  little 
below  the  Fort  itself. 

In  Leavenworth  the  family  lived  for  twenty  odd 
years,  until  1878,  and  here  were  born  five  of  their  six 
children  (shown  on  the  chart).  It  was  his  butcher  trade 
that  Peter  followed  in  this  frontier  cattle  country.  In 
the  early  Leavenworth  City  Directories  we  find  him  listed, 
name  misspelled,  as  follows: 

1859-60  -  Espenhid  Peter,  butcher  stall  4  Market 
1865-64  -  Espencheidt  Peter,  butcher,  stall  6,  market, 

res.  N  side  Cherokee  bet. 
Sixth  and  Seventh. 

1868  -  Espenheet  Peter,  meat  market,  2d  near  Cherokee 

Espensheid  Peter,  private  boarding,  Cherokee 

near  6th 

From  which  we  see  that  Peter  lived  in  Leavenworth  during  the 
Civil  War . 


. 
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Peter-  had  become  the  butcher  for  Gen.  Crook '  s(?) 
Army  of  the  Northwest.  He  had  developed  Into  the  stockyard 
business  and  is  said  to  have  done  well  and  to  have  had  a 
nice  home.  His  son,  Peter  II,  reports  that  during  the 
family's  residence  in  Leavenworth  Peter  was  called  upon  by 
Louis  Espenschiedl 9)  the  wagon-maker  of  St.  Louis,  and  that 
a  friendship  existed  between  the  two  families.  Perhaps 
Peter  had  called  on  Louis  in  the  first  place  on  the  way 
cut,  and  perchance  had  traveled  in  an  Espenschied  covered 
wagon  I 

It  seems  that  rapidly- growing  pioneer  Leavenworth 
became  over-extended,  and  that  when  the  early  railroads  of 
that  section  wore  projected  through  other  cities  on  the 
Missouri,  by-passing  Leavenworth,  business  rapidly  shrank. 
Peter  lost  everything;  he  tried  to  recoup  by  going  on  to 
another  gold  rush  (Dakota?),  but  without  success. 

In  1878  the  family  returned  to  Indiana,  first  to 
Marrs  lownship  for  about  six  months;  then  to  Mt.  Vernon 
where  he  ran  a  saloon  and  grocery  store  on  North  Main 
Street,  where  the  Farmer's  Elevator  now  stands.  The  store 
burned  down  about  1887  and  Peter  built  a  brick  building 
near  the  railroad  station  at  1101  Plain  Street,  a  combined 
home,  store,  arid  saloon  where  the  family  lived  until 
Peter's  death  in  1904.  This  building  still  exists. 

An  interesting  little  episode  in  this  family's 
life  is  related  by  Peter  II,  as  follows:  It  seems  that 
during  a  visit  of  Peter  and  hi3  wife  to  the  St.  Louis 
Espenschieds  (perhaps  as  bride  and  groom  during  their 
initial  trip  to  Kansas)  the  wife  admired  an  oleander  tree 
of  the  St.  Louis  family.  It,  or  a  pert  of  it,  was  sent  to 
them  in  Leavenworth.  There  it  was  planted  and  prized. 

Later  upon  the  return  of  the  family  to  Indiana,  Peter's 
wife  took  along  a  slip  of  the  then  grown  tree;  and  this  in 
turn  grew  to  maturity  in  Mt.  Vernon,  and  to  the  memory  of 
Peter  II  existed  until  recent  years,  a  token  of  inter¬ 
family  friendship. 

Peter  lived  to  82  and  his  wife  Catherine  to  the 
ripe  age  of  97,  Both  are  buried  in  Belief ountaine  Cemetery, 
Mt.  Vernon.  Of  their  two  sons:  William  (10/  graduated 
from  the  State  University  at  Bloomington  and  became  a 
prominent  lawyer  of  Mt.  Vernon,  He  has  now  passed  on, 
leaving  a  son  William  who  practices  law  today.  Peter  II 
for  years  ran  the  store  in  Mt .  Vernon  near  the  railroad 
station  and  now  is  retired,  living, on  a  farm  north  of  that 
city  with  his  good  wife  Flossie  nee  Crowder.  Of  their  two 
living  children  Peter  III  is  the  only  male  of  the  fourth 
generation,  the  only  one  to  carry  on  the  name  of  this 
originally  large  Espenschied  family. 


. 
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Family  of  Peter  Espenschied  II 
On  a  Farm  North  of  Mt.  Vernon 
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III.  HENRY  BSPEHSCHIBD  OF  EVANSVILLE,  IMP., 
From  the  Oberndorf  Line 


In  the  i860 1 s  there  came  to  America  and  settled 
in  Evansville,  as  a  young  man,  Heinrich  Espenschied,  by 
trade  a  joiner.  His  ancestral  line  is  quite  other  than 
that  of  Johann  previously  sketched,  one  that  originated 
in  Siefersheim  out  of  the  large  Gerhard  branch  of 
Espenschied s,  but  that  since  the  early  1700’ s  lived 
some  ten  miles  to  the  southwest  in  Oberndorf  on  the 
Alsenz.  From  this  branch,  the  Oberndorf  Line,  came  also 
the  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  Espenschieds ,  the  writer's 
paternal  ancestry  (Louis  Espenschied  the  wagon-maker ) . 

19S4049 

Henry  was  the  youngest  of  seven  children,  all 
born  in  Oberndorf.  A  sister  Magdalene  (Helene)  and  a 
brother  Peter  also  emigrated  to  America  in  the  1880 1 s . 

The  sister  married  a  man  from  Kriegsfeld,  who  appears 
to  have  been  Frederick  Hiiber,  and.  is  understood  to  have 
lived  in  or  near  New  York  City.  The  brother  Peter,  a 
baker,  married,  lived  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  has  left 
descendants  in  Now  York  City.  The  father  was  Peter, 
born  and  died  in  Oberndorf  ( 1817 . 4 . 25-1874 . 5 . 29 ) .  The 
mother  was  Magdalene  Becker.  These  folks  are  included 
in  the  family  tree  of  the  Oberndorf  Line,  which  is  not 
reproduced  in  this  brief  report. 

Henry  himself  was  born  in  Oberndorf,  l86l, 

July  7,  but  is  said  to  have  come  to  America  from  nearby 
Kaiserslautern,  a  city  of  some  size  where  he  may  have 
gone  to  work  as  a  young  fellow.  An  older  brother 
Friederich  moved  there  in  the  l880's;  and  there,  in 
Kaiserslautern  in  1937>  the  writer  came  across  Friederich 
then  86  years  of  age.  Friederich  told  of  two  brothers 
and  a  sister  having  gone  to  America  half  a  century  or  so 
earlier,  but  just  where  they  had  settled  he  knew  not. 

They  were  located  by  the  writer  subsequently,  in  the 
course  of  a  general  search  of  the  country  for  folks  of 
the  name  Espenschied. 

Henry  took  out  his  first  naturalization  papers 
in  1884,  Nov.  1st,  in  Evansville;  so  we  know  he  was  here 
by  that  time,  in  his  23rd  year.  His  final  citizenship 
papers  are  dated  Evansville,  1906,  Sept.  24th. 
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He  married  Elisabeth  Micker,  of 
now  rests  in  the  Micker  plot  in  Oak  Hill 
1908,  December  5;  age  44-1-21.  They  had 
daughter  Olga  Viola,  born  1890,  Oct.  29, 
H.  Wes sling  and  lives  in  Evansville. 


Evansville.  She 
Cemetery,  buried 
one  child,  a 
who  married  Harry 


In  Evansville  Henry  for  years  followed  his  trade 
of  cabinet  making.  After  the  first  great  war  he  was  moved 
to^  see  again  the  land  of  his  birth.  This  he  did,  around 
1920-21,  and  returned,  enthused  over  the  trip,  extolling 
German  beer  in  comparison  with  the  home  brew  of  our  pro¬ 
hibition  days!  He  then  married  again,  Rachel  Folz  of 
Evansville.  She  lived  only  about  a  year  after  her  marriage, 
passing  away  in  1927,  at  the  age  of  75 )  buried  in  the  Oak 
Hill  Cemetery 


j  t 


Henry  spoke  of  returning  to  Germany  and  probably 
this  was  his  intention  when  he  left  Evansville  in  I9SO. 

He  got  as  far  as  New  York  where  he  had  a  sister,  was  taken 
sick,  and  died  at  Fordham  Hospital  in  19S0,  July  21,  aged 
69.  He  is  buried  in  the  Huber  plot  (of  his  sister)  in 
Woodlawn  Cemetery,  the  Bronx,  New  York  City. 

In  Woodlawn  is  found  to  be  buried  also  Henry’s 
brother  Peter  the  baker  and  some  of  Peter’s  family.  Peter- 
had  three  sons  but  none  of  them  had  sons.  So  that  of 
these  two  immigrant  Espenschied  brothers  from  Oberndorf, 
Henry  of  Evansville  and  Peter  of  New  York,  there  are  no 
male  descendants  to  carry  on  the  name  beyond  the  second 
generation. 


, 
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IV.  THE  ESPENSCHIED-MILLER -KLEIN 


Gr-cup  of  Families 


This  group  of  families  is  presented  in  the  second 
of  the  accompanying  charts. 

As  to  Evansville,  the  picture  begins  with  one 
Marguerite  Espenschied  of  Siefersheim.  She  married  in 
Siefersheim  Nicholas  Moeller,  a  butcher  from  nearby 
Eckel she im.  The  couple  emigrated  to  the  U.S.A.  in  1867 
and  settled  in  Evansville.  They  appear  on  the  chart,  ieB-t 
upper  center.  The  surname  has  been  anglicized  to  Miller. 

To  them  were  born  twelve  children,  six  of  whom  are  reported 
to  be  living.  Only  one  of  these  Miller  children  is  shown 
on  the  chart,  Fred  Miller,  who  became  0,  prominent  baker  and 
confectioner  of  Evansville.  He  and  his  wife  had  four 
children  as  listed. 

Marguerite  Espenschied ' s  husband,  Nicholas 
Moeller,  had  a  brother  George  Mbller,  presumably  likewise 
from  Eckelsheim,  who  emigrated  to  America  and  settled  in 
New  York  City.  He  is  shown  on  the  chart,  and  also  hi3 
children.  With  two  of  the  children  in  New  York  the  writer 
has  communicated,  but  without  attempting  to  follow  out  the 
Miller  line  completely .( H / 

Along  in  1886  there  emigrated  out  of  Siefersheim 
a  cousin  of  Marguerite  Espenschied,  namely,  Barbara 
Espenschied.  She  had  married  Philipp  Klein  of  the  same 
village  and  they  emigrated  to  the  U.S.A.  on  their  honey¬ 
moon.  They  appear-  on  the  chart,  le-f-te  center,  lower.  Trials 
and  tribulations  they  must  have  had  in  adapting  themselves 
to  the  new  land  and  language,  as  with  all  German  immigrants 
If  they  didn't  find  their  fortune,  any  more  than  did  most 
immigrants,  at  least  they  got  along  and  were  favored  in 
health  and  raised  a  family.  In  1976  Philipp  and  Barbara 
celebrated  their  Golden  Wedding  Anniversary.  They  found 
they  had  not  been  entirely  forgotten  in  their  native 
village,  their  Heimat,  for  "der  goldenen  Hochzeit"  was  the 
occasion  of  an  article  in  one  of  the  local  periodicals 
written  by  Pastor  Pabst  of  the  Siefersheim  Evangelical 
Church  where  Barbara  had  been  Confirmed  in  187^  •  The  sheet 
reproduced  herewith,  gives  also  a  brief  account  of  the 
.origin  of  the  Espenschied  family. 

Barbara's  ancestry  is  included  in  the  attached 
chart  so  far  as  it  has  been  ascertained.  Her  father  is 
said  to  have  been  Peter  Espenschied  III;  her  grandfather 
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also  a  Peter,  presumably  the  Second.  Under  which  of  her 
father's  brothers  comes  her  cousin  Marguerite  nee  Espenschied 
is  not  known.  The  dash  lines  of  the  chart,  in  distinction 
to  the  solid  lines,  indicate  people  living  in  Germany. 

At  the  bottom  of  the  chart  is  traced  what  is  known 
of  a  cousin  line  of  Barbara's  father,  that  of  an  Adam 
Espenschied.  Adam  and  his  son  Heinrich  were  known  to 
Barbara  in  Siefersheim.  Of  the  children  of  Heinrich, 

Philipp  Espenschied  and  his  wife  Johanna  Lorentz  immigrated 
into  New  York  in  1926 .  He  had  been  in  the  first  great  wa.r, 
experienced  adversity  in  the  post-war  depression  in  Germany, 
came  to  the  U.S.A.  seeking  better  opportunity  only  to  fall 
into  our  post-war  depression  and  then  into  the  renewal  of 
anti-German  sentiment  in  World  War  II.  They  had  first 
settled  in  Valley  Stream,  Long  Island,  where  Philipp  built 
himself  a  nice  little  brick  house  which  he  himself  designed 
and  largely  built,  he  having  studied  architecture  in  Bingen. 
With  the  coming  of  war-  to  the  U.S.,  he  sold  out  and  they 
now  live  up  the  Hudson  River, ’P.O.  Address:  Box  179,  R.F.L. 
Route  *5,  Kingston,  N.Y.  Philipp  left  in  Siefersheim  his 
parents  and  three  sisters.  Upon  coming  here  he  knew 
nothing  of  relatives  in  the  United  States,  was  surprised 
when  the  writer  looked  him  up  (upon  seeing  his  name  in  the 
telephone  directory)  -  and  probably  he  will  be  more  sur¬ 
prised  to  see  the  present  family- tree  informing  him  of 
distant  relatives  in  Evansville!  He  reports  that  his 
grandfather  Adam  had  a  brother  or  cousin  who  came  to 
America  and  worked  as  a  shoemaker.  This  may  have  been  the 
Philip  Espenschied  of  Riverside,  New  Jersey,  near  Phila^ 
delphia,  born  about  1812,  died  1884,  descendants  of  whom 
live  in  and  near  Riverside  today. 

\ 

Thus  we  have  in  the  accompanying  chart  a  branch 
of  the  Siefersheim  line  of  Espenschleds  which  develops  into 
a  Miller  family  and  a.  Klein  family  in  Evansville  and  which 
has  a  recent  immigrant  representative  in  New  York  State. 

These  folks,  in  turn,  may  be  related  also  to  the  Riverside 
N.J.  Espens chieds .  The  more  complete  identifying  of  the 
earlier  ancestry  of  this  group,  and  the  determining  of 
their  relationship  to  other  subdivisions  of  the  clan,  will 
have  to  await  the  return  of  normal  times  to  Europe. 

Most  of  the  information  establishing  the  relation¬ 
ships  shown  on  this  chart  has  been  obtained  from  Mrs.  Philipp 
Klein  and  Mr.  Oscar  H.  riopf  of  the  Johann  E.  line  sketched 
previously  (H67  E.  2nd  St.,  Evansville,  Ind.  ) .  In  his 
.searches  Mr.  Topf  has  found  a  number  of  Evansville  people 
whose  ancestors  caine  from  Siefersheim  and  vicinity.  He 
called  upon  a  Carl  Schopp,  a  cooper,  born  in  Wonsheim  in 


. 


rn 


19  - 


i860,  "who  came  to  Evansville  in  l83g  and  had  "been  quite  a 
r-iend  of  Mrs.  Klein  and  her  Espenschied  family  in  Germany 
o  does  the  human  fabric  of  America  thread  out  of  Europe, 
or  tuna  te  are  those  of  us  who  are-  not  faced  with  a  great 
void  as  to  our  background  but  know  something  of  the  'human 
beings  who  begot  us  and  of  the  experiences  they  underwent 
in  negotiating  the  great  transition  from  the  Old  World  to 
the  New. 
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GOLDEN  WEDDING  ANNIVERSARY  ACROSS  THE  GREAT  SEA  - 
of  Philipp  Klein  and.  Barbara  Espenschied 
As  observed  in  the  Siefersheim  Evangelical  Church  paper 
entitled  "Heimatgrusz" ,  apparently  an  issue  of  19.36 


^olDene  god&jeif  iiberm  groffen  Suffer 

t  po  72  Sicfersfjdut,"  B3ie  ber  ^eimat*1  ‘brel  eng  miteinanber  oerroanbt,  roenn  au(fj 
flruH  Stcfcrsbeim"  fd)reibt,  f e i c r n  am  25.  batliber  ntff)t9  gefd)rleben  ft cf)t . 

Geptembcr  in  ©oansoifle  (US4.)  BbWpp  Bon  ber  finie  bes  ©otbarb  (Gerbatb) 
iilctn  imb  [cine  (£ t)ef rau  'Barbara,  geb.  ©9*  CEepenfcfjicb  ftebelte  ein  bier  1751  geborenet 
penftbieb,  bas  ftcft  ber  golbencn  t>ocf)jeit.  Bubolf  ©spcnfdjieb  nad)  S\ r c ua n a cf)  iiber  unb 
ote  ftammen  beibe  aus  unfetem  Drt  unb  rourbe  bet  Gtamnioater  bet  ©spenftbieb  oon 
rerueHcn  nor  fiinfeig  Sabren,  balb  nad)  ^reu^nad),  Bingen  (bcfannte  Weingutsbe* 

itbrer  Xrauung,  bie  in  4I^ep  ftattfanb,  bit  fitter)  unb  4merifa.  Daft  bie  4mcritaner 
beuljd)e  £>eimnt.  Bad)  elftdgiget  lleber*  ^(£spenfd)feb  nod)  fjeute  3ntereffe  f tir  ben 
|al)rl  tamcu  fie  am  1.  Booember  1888  in  fjjeiinatort  if) ter  3amilic  baben,  beroeift  ber 
i '(rpanfeotlle  im  Gtaate  Snbiana  an,  mo  fie  Hmftanb,  baft  fie  fid)  biefer  Xage  ein  Sic* 
.nun  f^on  fiinfaig  3al)re  lang  leben.  Xas  fer9betmer  £>eimatbud)  bortijin  fenben  lie* 
naajfoigcnbc  ©cbid)!,  bas  fie  bem  ^ieftgert  feen.  Welter  flammt  aus  ber  Ointe  05otf)a tb 
Bfarramt  jufanbten,  fennjcicfjnet  bie  See*  (©erbarb)  ©spenftbieb  ein  £>einrid)  ©spen* 
Icnftlmmung  biefer  ticucn  4uslanbsbeut»  Tcfjtcb,  ber  nad)  Wollftefn  etnbefratete  unb 
fdjen.  ^  —  -  -  - . 


fjeimai,  bie  fd)  liingft  oerlaffen, 
Weiner  ^inbfjcit  ftillcs  ©liitf. 
Bie  roirb  mir  bein  Bilb  erblaffcn 
Acpr’  id>  nimmer  aud)  juriicf; 
Xein  gebenf  id)  oft  mit  Xriinen, 
Siifte,  traute  £>cimat,  bu  — 
Xcnnori)  gel)t  beg  £jerjens  Gebnen 
Siner  attbern  £>eimat  ju. 

^eimat,  bie  id)  jetjt  gefunben 
Bieines  £>aufes  jid)rer  B^rt, 

Xu  bift  mir  flu  alien  Gtunben 
Hebcrall  ber  licbfte  Drt. 

Db  in  Wonne  ober  Xrcinen, 

Giifoe,  traute  £>cimat,  bu  — 
Xennod)  gebt  bes  Sjer^ens  Gcbnen 
©incr  anbern  £>eimut  ju. 

£>eimat,  bie  mir  broben  roinfet, 
Oleines  ©faubens  3iel  unb  £ron, 
2Bo  mein  fjeq  befeligt  finfet 
Bteber  uot  bes  fammeg  Xbton; 
^eimat,  bie  bu  allc  Xranen 
Xrocfneft,  em'ge  S>eimat,  bu! 

Xir,  nur  bir,  eilt  bas  Gcbnen 
Weines  f rofjcrt  ^jerjens  au. 


bort  1825  ftarb.  4uf  ifjn  gebt  bie  Ober* 
Cingelbeitner  fifamilie  ©spenftbieb  juriitf,  oon 
ber  mir  Bettor  i.  B.  Ciobann  ©spenftbieb  f of* 
genbes  iiber  ben  Urfprung  ber  gamilie  mit* 
teilte: 

Unferen  Bamcn  ^aben  mir  oon  bem  Xorf 
j.Gspenfcbieb",  bas  norblid)  oon  Biibesbeim 
im  Xaunus  gelegen  ift.  (Jin  ©inroobner  bie* 
jes  faft  ganj  fatfjofifeben  Cries  aog  roabr* 
fd)einli(b  urn  feines  proteftantifeben  ©lau* 
bens  rotllen  in  bie  eoangelifd)e  unb  be* 1 
fam  bort,  mie  es  batnalg  iiblieb  mar,  ben 
Bamen  feines  friiberen  Wobnortes  als  3a* 
miliennamen  beigelegt.  ©r  ober  feine  Bad)* 
fommen  fiebelten  fid)  in  Giefersbeim  unb 
^riegsfelb  an.  —  Xas  2T3ort  ©spenftbieb,  in 
einer  alien  Urfunbc  aud)  ©spenfdjeit  ge* 
febrieben,  bdngt  mit  „©fpe“  jufammen. 

©in  ©spenftbieb.  gefallen  alt  Cpfer  bet 
Arlege  Bapoleons 

3n  ber  Beujabrsnatbt  1814  batteBIQcber  bel 
©aub  ben  Bbein  iiberftbritten.  Xamit  nabm 
bie  Befreiung  ber  bcutftben  Bbeinlanbe  oon 
bem  ftorfen  ibren  4nfaitg,  bie  aber  erft  mit 
ber  ©innabme  ^amburgs  ooilenbet  maib. 


5Bol)cr  ftammcnble(£$bcttfcf)feb  ®cnn  b{c^c  suiebt  nod)  oon  b«’n 

.ltl  #  ,  3*anjoJcn  unter  ibrem  General  Xaoout  be* 

$terju  fd)*ibt  Bfarrer  ^abft  im  „$ei*  fet^i  morben  unb  lonnte  erft  ©nbe  Wai  1814 
matgrug  Gief'ersbctm“ :  oon  bet;  mit  ben  Brcuften  oerbiinbeten  Buf* 

©spenfd)tcb  ift  ber  am  baufigften  oorfom*  fen  nad)  fd)toeren  Aampfen  eingenommen 
menbe  3amiltcnname  in  Giefersbeim.  Bacb  merben.  4n  biefen  Udmpfen  nabm  aud)  ber 
*‘n*!P  ©inroobneroerjeiebnis  aus  bem  Xrei*  Giefersbeimer  Bnbrcas  ©spenfdiieb  tcil,  ber 
fttgiabrigen  flneg  tomnit  er  b«cr  nocb  nidjt  mie  bie  anberen  Cinfsrbciner  jum  franjo-  4 
oor.  20i r  finben  iljn  erft  ein  balbes  3abr*  flfcfje n  ^eeresbienft  ausgeboben  morben  mar  1 
bunbert  fpdter  im  alteftcn  Giefersbeimer  unb  im  6.  franjofiftben  fiinienregiment  1. 
Kirtbenbud)  unb  3mar  in  brei  3amilien.  Bataillon,  1.  Sompagnie  biente  Ba^b 
©n  ©otbarb  (aud)  „©eTbarb,‘  genanntl  ©s*  einer  Hufaeitbnung  im  Giefersbeimer  Gter*  > 
penfd)ieb  beiratet  babier  im  Ciabre  1674;  ein  beregiftcr  jener  3^it  rourbe  er  am  17  3e* ' 
Btfolaus  ©spenftbieb  lafet  1682  ein  flinb  bruar  1814  als  Berrounbeter  ins  Dofpi'tal 
taufen;  ein  3obann  ©spenftbieb,  Gobn  eines  ^ornbaus  Bt.  2  in  Hamburg  eingeli’fert 
Xbomas  ©spenftbieb  oon  ^riegsfelb,  unb  ift  bafelbft  am  2.  «prtl  1814  an  feiner 

^.tct  1687_  f)tcrfjer,  2Babrjd)einltd)  flnb- biefe^Berroun^ung  geftorben. 
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V.  NOTES  AND  SOURCES 


Some  Historical  Item3 


1.  Southwest  Indiana  is  fortunate  in  possessing 
some  early  eye-witness  historical  *  accounts  written  by 
travelers  who  visited  the  Rappite  German  Cooperative 
Society  of  Harmony,  and  also  the  English  settlement  of 
Morris  Birkbeck  at  Albion  on  the  Illinois  side  of  the 
Vabash  River. 

The  Harmony  cooperative  colony  as  of  1818 
"exceeded  all  my  idea  of  it"  says  the  English  traveler 
Thomas  Hulme  in  his  Journal,  which  is  reproduced  in 
Villiam  Cobbett's  "A  Year's  Residence  in  the  United  States 
of  America",  Third  Edition,  London  1822,  pp .  277-280. 

Hulme ' s  Journal  gives  an  illuminating  description  of  the 
Harmony  Society  and  of  the  surrounding  country.  He  went 
down  the  Ohio  "in  a  thing  called  an  ark"  a3  far  as  Evans¬ 
ville  "a  town  nine  months  old"  which  "promises  to  be  a 
town  of  considerable  trade"  ( pp .  268-9). 

The  following  year,  1819,  another  Englishman 
passed  that  way  s^nd  refers  to  the  Harmony  colony  of 
Germans  as  "that  wonder  of  the  west".  This  was  Richard 
Fowler  who,  like  Hulme,  journeyed  to  visit  the  more 
individualistic  end  speculative  settlement  of  Morris 
Birkbeck  at  Albion,  111.  (The  English  Settlement  in 
Illinois;  edited  by  E.  E.  Sparks;  pub.  Torch  Press,  1907; 
second  part  p.l6) 

We  have  the  first-hand  testimony  also  of  two 
other  travelers  of  the  time,  one  of  whom  says  of  Harmony: 
"It  is  the  most  flourishing  settlement,  and  indeed  the 
only  flourishing  one,  I  3aw  in  the  wilderness".  (The 
Faux  end  Welby  accounts,  reprinted  in  Thwaite's  Early 
Western  Travels,  Cleveland  1905  . ) 

A  beautifully  detailed  account  of  these  settle¬ 
ments,  if  not  a  very  knowing  understanding  of  the  German 
colonists  themselves,  recently  has  been  redeemed  by  "a 
daughter  of  New  Harmony",  Caroline  Tale  Snedeker,  and 
published  by  the  Indiana  Historical  Society:  "The  Diaries 
of  Ronald  Macdonald  1824-1826" .  This  diary  was  written  by 
one  who  accompanied  Robert  Owen  to  Harmony  at  the  time  It 
was  purchased  from  the  Germans  for  his  New. Lanark  Colony, 
and  became  New  Harmony.  It  accounts  for  many  persons 
present  in  that  vicinity  at  the  time,  more  especially 
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English  settlers,  and  discloses  something  of  the  hazard 
and  discord  of  the  individualist j c  settlements  of  the 
time,  and  the  greater  security  and  cohesion  of  the  coopera¬ 
tive  colony  of  the  Germans. 

Another  English  author  visited  the  Rapp  colony 
after  it  moved  back  to  Pennsylvania,  to  Economy  near- 
Pittsburgh,  and  gives  an  appreciative  description  of  it: 

J.  S.  Buckingham,  in  "The  Eastern  and  Western  States  of 
America",  Vol.  II,  Chapter  IX;  pub.  London  about  1841. 

An  interesting  account  of  the  Harmony  Society  at 
Economy,  Pennsylvania,  is  given  in  Nordhoff's  r' Communistic 
Societies  of  the  U.S.  ',  1875. 


Recently  there  has  appeared  a  beautiful  definitive 
history  of  the  whole  Harmony  Society  movement  by  one  born 
and  brought  up  in  it  and  who  helped  bring  it  to  a  close: 

John  S.  Buss,  "The  Harmonists",  pub.  by  the  Pennsylvania 
Book  Service,  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania,  1943 . 

Good  historical  sketches  of  Vanderburgh  and  of 
Posey  County,  of  southwest  Indiana,  are  given  in  the 
"illustrated  Historical  Atlas  of  Indiana",  pub.  Baskin, 
Forster  and  Co.,  1876. 

2.  A  sketch  of  Wilhelm  Heilmann  of  Evansville  is 
given  in  that  excellent  survey  of  German- Americans ;  "Das 
Deutsche  Element  ....  I8l8~l848",  von  Gustav  Kftr-ner,  1884  ; 
pp.  241-3;  also  in  "Berilhmte  Deutsche  in  Amerika",  published 
in  Cleveland  in  1888,  which  mentions  Evansville  as  then 
having  about  30,000  Inhabitants,  half  of  whom  were  German. 

A  little  history  devoted  to  the  German  element  in 
Indiana  has  been  written  by  a  resident  of  Evansville, 

Dr.  W.  A.  Fritsch,  "Zur  Geschichte  das  Deutschtums  in 
Indiana",  a  pamphlet  published  by  E.  Steiger  &  Co.,  New  York, 

1896. 

References  Pertaining  to  the  Espenschieds 

3.  Of  the  eight-volume  series  entitled: 

"Rheinhes sen  in  seiner  Vergangenheit ;  Vol.  2  sub- titled 
"Der  Sudwesten  Rheinhessens  in  der  geschichtlichen  Zeit"  by 
Prof.  Dr.  0.  Behrens,  Mainz.  Dr-uck  und  Ver-lang  von  Oscar 
Schneider,  Mainz  1923.  (Page  18) 

4.  The  census  of  Siefersheim  of  1798  was  taken 
under  the  auspices  of  the  French  during  their  occupation 
of  the  Rhineland  in  the  period  of  the  French  Revolution 
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and  Napoleon.  It  lists  the  individual  members  of  each 
household  of  Sief ersheim,  their  ages  and  occupations, 
thereby  giving  a  complete  Inhabitant  cross- section  of  the 
village  as  of  that  time.  This  census  appears  in  one  of 
the  series  referred  to  under  Note  3  above  entitled 
"Rheinhessen  in  seiner  Ver-gangenheit ,  "  printed  by  Oscar 
Schneider,  Mainz  1931;  namely  in  Vol.  8  sub- titled 
"Siefersheim" ,  written  by  Dr.  A.  Jungk  of  Bingen  and 
Pastor  Fr .  Pabst  of  the  Evangelical  Church  of  Siefersheim. 
This  volume  contains  much  of  local-history  interest,  with 
many  appearances  of  the  surname  Espenschied  spelled  col¬ 
loquially  Espeschied.  Fortunate  are  the  Espenschied  and 
allied  families  in  thus  having  available  a  local  history 
of  this  their  ancestral  village. 

5.  The  account  concerning  Peter  has  been  obtained 
from  his  sen  Peter  II,  who  now  lives  on  a  farm  on  the  high¬ 
way  between  Mt .  Vernon  and  New  Harmony,  Ind . 

Inquiry  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Courts  at  Cincinnati 
has  not  disclosed  the  naturalization  there  of  any 
Espenschied,  but  the  records  appear  to  be  quite  incomplete. 
Since  family  legend  speaks  cf  one  or  more  of  the  immigrant 
boys  of  this  family  having  stopped  off  at  Cincinnati  en 
route  to  Evansville,  a  search  has  been  made  of  the  early 
directories  of  that  city.  This  Inquiry  is  complicated  by 
the  fact  that  another  group  of  Espenschieds  settled  in 
Cincinnati  in  the  l840's.  They  are  found  to  have  been  from 
Marnheim  in  the  Rhei.npfalz,  some  15  miles  southeast  of 
Siefersheim,  quite  a  different  branch  of  the  family. 

The  earliest  Cincinnati  directory  to  list  an 
Espenschied  is  that  of  1843 .  It  shows  a  John,  known  to  be 
one  of  the  settlers  from  Marnheim.  Then  in  1849-50,  In 
addition  to  John,  there  appear: 

Espenhuit  Henry,  Lab.  w.s.  Dunlap,  b.  North  and  Findley 

Espencheit  Jacob,  confec .  e.s.  Walnut,  b.  Front  and 

Water  (where  b.  refers  to  boarding  place) 

These  two  are  not  listed  in  subsequent  years,  but  John  con¬ 
tinues  to  appear. 

Of  the  three  Marnheim  brothers  known  to  have  come 
to  Cincinnati:  John  settled  in  Cincinnati  proper;  an  Adam 
settled  at  nearby  Penntown,  or  Spades  in  Indiana;  and  a 
Henry  is  reported  to  have  gone  on  to  some  other  city.  The 
Henry  listed  in  the  directory  might  be  this  one  as  he 
stopped  off  in  Cincinnati;  or  he  might  possibly  be  Henry 
the  son  cf  the  Johann  Espenschied  of  Evansville,  The  Jacob 
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